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an industrial society, but also the organizational
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At no point of its long and torturous execution did
the Holocaust come in conflict with the drinciples of
rationality. Yhe “Final Solution” did not clash at any
stage with the rational pursuit of efficient, optimal
goal-implementation. On the contrary, it arose out of
a genuinely rational concern, and it was generated
hy bureaucracy true to its form and purpose.”

—Lygmont Bauman,
Moderaity and the Holocaust
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Around the Cornmer

“I come as a thief in the night, my sword drawn in hand, and as the thief that I am,
I say: Give me your purse, give it to me, rogue, or I’ll cut your throat! I say give it to
the beggars, to the thieves, to the whores, to the pickpockets that are flesh of your
flesh and that are quite equal to you, those who are ready to die of hunger in
pestilential prisons and filthy dungeons have everything in common, otherwise the
scourge of God will cut down all that you have in order to putrefy it and consume it.”
—Abiezer Coppe, 17th century England

The fire of anti-aircraft guns illuminates

the Kabul night, and yet the war did not

erupt either today or on September 11,

2001, the day of the destruction of the

Twin Towers in New York and a good
part of the Pentagon. This war did not erupt in Afghanistan
for the sole, valid reason that it had already erupted
some time ago; for years, the entire world has lived in a
state of permanent war.

We did not want to see how close Rwanda and
Kosovo, Somalia and Bosnia, Algeria and Macedonia
were to us. But the Boeings of September 11 have
brought Jalalabad, Baghdad and Jericho into the hearts
of our cities. Therefore, no one can any longer ignore
the planetary gangrene that shows no signs of coming
to an end, the chosen heir of modernity, of the techno-
logical era.

The industrial system has poisoned the earth, rendering
it sterile; the opening of global markets has sent the
peasant world into ruin; industrial restructuring has
dismantled the old productive apparati; strategic and
geopolitical necessities determined by the control of
resources have unleashed unending conflicts — capital,
heavy with the immense possibilities that technology
is providing to it, has broken up every possibility for
autonomy, every past form of community in a large
portion of the globe. At our latitudes, this same process
has brought forth the precariousness that we have been
tasting for the past few years, the abandonment of the
old certainties and guarantees to which we were
accustomed. Distorting the conditions of life for the
exploited, capital has removed practical knowledge,
the autonomous capacity to create one’s existence
for oneself. Where it still survives, the means of
subsistence are mere
appendages of a
technological system
that none of the
exploited can under-
stand or dream of
controlling: no one
knows what to do
anymore; no one
knows how to do
anything. Goodbye,
then, to every common
feeling of the poor, to
all collective identifi-
cation, goodbye to the
dream of appropriating
this world and driving
out its masters.

This is how, over the
last twenty years, the
planet has increasingly
come to resemble a
refugee camp. One |
runs from conflict or
from a wasteland,
from poverty or from
dictatorship; one runs
from a world one no A
longer recognizes. The old ways of life, of being to-
gether, have vanished irremediably, and nothing can
be seen on the horizon. All that is left is hatred and fear,
with more accumulating every day, and it is having diffi-
culty finding an objective, an enemy to fight. This is why
— whether hidden or declared — civil war has already
broken out, everywhere.

To each their own then, in this macabre exhibition that
celebrates the decomposition of an entire planet. Led by
their masters, the exploited Yugoslavs’ have slaughtered
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each other for years, convinced that their next-door
neighbors were their enemies. The poor of Somalia
and Rwanda have not acted so very differently.

Now the huge powder keg of the Islamic world is
exploding. The poor have every intention and utter
determination to call in accounts for years of suffering.
Deprived of every concrete social connection —
apart from precariousness and fear — most super-
impose the words of the only common feeling that
is proposed to them onto their rage, that of religion.
The identification of a collective enemy causes
fraternization beyond every boundary and every
division; the epic poetry of the struggle against Evil
fills History with meaning — it speaks of a future
promise and gives a meaning to past tribulations.
This is why they wage war against the entire western
world and not, instead, against those specifically
responsible for their oppression: the masters and
governors of the east and the west.

When you read these lines, we don’t know what
will be happening in Afghanistan or Iraq, we don’t
know what will be happening in Palestine. The bombs
over Kabul precipitate events, increasingly channeling
revolt in the Islamic world into the narrow path of religious
war. The bombs over Kabul don’t just wreak havoc on
Afghani civilians, nor do they only cause further surges
of refugees, nor do they just set the Middle East on fire:
the bombs over Kabul also fall on our heads, finally giving
meaning to our fear of the future, putting order into the
social precariousness of these times. The hypocritical
“anti-terrorist” rhetoric of the western powers terrorizes
us and, at the same time, gives a name to our terror; it
bestows on us a new enemy against whom we can fight:
the exploited of the Islamic world, who are in Afghanistan
7 and in Italy and
America, instead of
capitalist society, as was
beginning to emerge
in social conflicts.
Therefore, it is not a
collision Dbetween
civilizations that is being
fought. It is the real-
ization of the civilization
of capital, its ripest fruit
— putrefaction, death,
war between the poor.

Not a single word of
peace makes sense
anymore; no mediation
is possible when the
desperation of the poor
breaks through the doors
of a world that is falling
to pieces. All that we can
oppose to the bombs
| overKabulis class attack:
freeing the hatred that
smolders and hurling it
against those responsible
: for our oppression and

> ) - that of all of the poor of
the world. Identifying the common enemy with precision
— the masters, the rulers, the technological and produc-
tive network — is the first concrete form of solidarity
toward the bombed, toward the refugees. Attacking this
enemy is the only message of fraternity that we can send
to the exploited of the world, the only tool that we have for
transforming the war between the poor that is about to set
the world on fire into a war of liberation from exploitation
and from authority.

- Strangers Everywhere, Italy
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Welcome to Issue #12 of Green Anarchy, our largest issue yet - 32 pages! As we go to print, another war is
upon us. We hope that a militant resistance is the response, one that puts the entire system in danger. We
hope that the "peace movement”, a movement which has shown its ineffectiveness and lack of interest in
questioning this system fundamentally, does not attempt to control and stifle resistance. In this issue, which
was to have more of a “tactics” focus, we note that a war is always going on, that being the 10,000 year-old

nightmare known as civilization. It is a war on life itself, and it will not be stopped by symbolic protest or
good intentions. It requires a war in return. It requires a level of seriousness; often lacking in the scene-
oriented nature of the anarchist movement. We need to discuss how to proceed tactically and what we are
moving towards. We hope these discussions continue to happen, but it is also important to shut up and fight!
It is a massive project to undo civilization, requiring a tremendous social and physical transformation. We
must deconstruct their institutions and their infrastructure. Good luck! - The Green Anarchy Collective
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Winter is ending in a climate of constant wars, a
dying biosphere, an increasingly unhealthy social
existence (in fact, a society less and less social and
more simply a force-field of the market), and personal
desolation.

At the same time, movements of opposition are
germinating, joining others that have been going for
centuries. Of special interest are those, from Algeria
(see p. 19) to Argentina, whose struggles are
predicated on a conscious withdrawal of support for
the State, any State.

In North America (and elsewhere) anarchists were
almost non-existent just a few years ago. Now
anarchy is certainly the orientation of most who fight
for a radical transformation. Even more significant is
the swing toward a politics based on indictments of
the technological imperative and of civilization itself.

In 2003 even academic journals (usually so reluctant
to recognize or discuss disturbing ideas) are paying
attention to the primitivist critique/vision. See “The
State of Nature”in a recent issue of the U.K. eco journal
Environmental Values, and *“Why Primitivism?”in the
U.S. theory quarterly TELOS, for example.

As the U.S. Empire plays its last card, the card of
force, it's vital to adequately situate our own forces,
at home and abroad. To put it negatively, it would be
supremely disadvantageous to keep on recycling an
approach that has consistently failed, in every time
and place. The Left has been a mammoth, universal
disaster. To look for a place in the ranks of the Left is
to accept that the new movement will go nowhere.
Who doesn’t realize that something different is
urgently needed?

An urbanized dis-embeddedness spreads as
megalopolis cities continue to swell, in perfect
parallel with the growth of the dis-embodiment of
cyber-tech. The “advanced” world hurtles toward its
fateful crash like a space shuttle. But leftist holdovers
never question why things are headed in this direction,
or seek the underlying causes of this suicidal trajectory.

Who besides primitivists (and indigenous insurgents)
is truly anti-globalization? Does anyone on the left
oppose the industrial-technological Order? To fail to
do sois to remain, fundamentally, on the side of capital,
coercion, and their universalization. Those are the
dynamics that consign people everywhere to the
onerous servitude of reproducing the Machine, while
pushing all of nature to extinction.

Some go halfway. They grasp the depth of the crisis
and the unprecedented quality of what is at stake for
our movement. They make very occasional and vague
references to civilization, patriarchy, domestication,
division of labor, etc. But they seem content to
continue with the old patterns. No amount of
discourse in any new context will uncover root causes
or result in inspiring new directions, unless it strives
to do so. We need to see through and past worn-out
alternatives, instead of letting them define us.

The pall cast by 9/11/01 is lifting. A new season of
contestation is before us. ..

... Let’s show what we can do!
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- The Women Of
The West Bank-

It is just past midnight and the woman in black is there again, standing alone in the
outskirts of the village. As she starts to hurl stones at the soldiers’ jeep, flashlights break
the night sky and there is a warning burst of gunfire. The woman vanishes. Ten minutes
later, when all is in darkness, she reappears and the stones fly again. She keeps it up for
two hours. It is the second night she has performed her solitary demonstration. No one in
the village knows who she is or where she comes from.

The blue sky seems to be filled with flying

: ClV 111 Zatl On 1 S objects—stones and rocks, some catapulted by
L an expert eleven-year-old, others thrown a few

‘b\ )R a D e at h C amp ) feeble feet by a toddler. Tires are set alight, their
1 acrid fumes burning the eyes and nose. The
%4 | / Re Sl S-tance 1 S L]fe soldiers retaliate in a rush of gunfire and tear

' — AR = This winter marks the 60th anniversary gaShNO‘:’ everyonfdlﬁ runnltrlltzg,Hbut a boy,
(R (T e Ty LTI o (ol Perhaps ten years old, 1s caught. His screams

The Fl rSt ManlfeSto largest Jewish resisfqncepio fhg [N\evill rend the air as the soldiers” wooden truncheon
“Let us not go as sheep to the slaughter. LG e O IR Yoo T A L R TR VAA e [ {1 =W smashes into his back and legs. From nowhere,
Jewish youth, do not place your trust in those who Wely el T RNIAVERTII W[ ETe \TUR e[ T3 [l a crowd of women come running like the Furies
are leading you astray. Of the 80,000 Jews who lived Rt hiI{{ee WA e LT RLELRL NG ® ot the soldier who has the boy. They surround
in the “Jerusalem of Lithuania,” only 20,000 remain RU=HE K IS CEILE O GRSV IR (e pair, and the soldier, frightened, ceases beating.
alive. Before our very eyes our parents, our brothers, J{elile E3e FRe B [=Ye TN {=Y 0 11y {e [T M 14 [e
and our sisters have been torn from us. despite the odds and the brutality
Where are the hundreds of Jews who were taken to [KefelaCaT el ol ol CELTe M ol g\ (e [T (o [y (o)
work by the Lithuanian press gangs? can be the only significant method
Where are the naked women, the children, who were taken (AT | BIEFEY T S LT )R ()T i X W Il There is gunfire and shouting in the camp —
from us on the horrible night of provocation? (Te/ ] o BN o fe S A o (R WISl the soldiers are here. The mother kicks her
Where are our brothers from Ghetto Number Two? SCTRCIR QNPT TN TGN cight-year-old son, sitting absorbed in the

Whoever is taken out through the ghetto gates never returns. [ikabniasinoaiiahabibaabd LU U o« change between his sister and the interpreter.
Every Gestapo route leads to Ponar. And Ponar is death.* AU UEUEITIECT D RIS The boy jumps up, red-faced, and runs out. The

“Fear stalks the
streets. Promises that
nothing evil will befall if
the ghetto refrains from
undesirable acts. But
who knows what is
desirable, if we are all —
righteous and wicked
alike — to suffer the
same fate... something
seems about to happen.
Something is imminent.
Something significant
hangs over our heads.

He tries to ward off the women who are all
screaming that this is their son. In the confusion
one grabs the boy and hurries him away.
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Hiding places are being Hesitators! Throw away your illusions: Your children, your [iiiet: Attt Aidiidddcaet SULNSLLL L interpreter explains: “She said ‘Shame, get out
prepared. Is it possible? | wives, and your husbands are no longer alive. has always been the case. It can be and fight with your brothers and sisters.””

I strive to show the  Ponar is not the name of a concentration camp. Everyone [ttt vt

neighbors I am not = there has been shot. liberation movement in history, from

slave revolts o the current Palestinian [ ,t’fe In tzfada, the uprising
Intifada. by Palestinians begun in October 1987
R N KRS R LR d 2gainst Israeli military occupation of the West
(e[ B3 (TR AT ETTYS ({1 Do o110 i1y To 1 (LT M Bank and the Gaza Strip. One might be
VN U T IV LTy (RN TN W [-W forgiven for thinking that the stones and lumps
trair_ls or in_the camps LI VM of rock, which constitute the main arsenal of the
L IURENCN TR LT e BLICKE IR LN fighters, would not qualify as weapons of
) C"_"d (LR (-T2 ARG TRGD L O D B UG TV (e rror — especially against a well armed and
faces look grim. Eyes with the hegemony of U.S. power, but
look out upon vacancy. . . with civilization itself. The process of
Each man inspires dread —January 1, 1942, Vilna, in the ghetto ETHNNETTTERREELITIIN reaching its . o . .
' . . at an Israeli soldier is threatening state security.

in his neighbor. T have ultimate state, and as we look into the The Inifad - ded
- face of this malignancy and of the ¢ Intifada was temporarily suspended at

had enough of enduring g y .

T TR IR Y the outbreak of the war against Iraq, when

my fate. When I am P ) ’ ) Palestinians livine in th ed territori
| th . ¢ f recognlze that we have noihlng to alestinians 11ving 1n the occupied territories
alone there 15 no trace o B L R AR RN L S Ol were placed under almost continuous curfew.
fearinmy heart. Complete CIENCLY RGO R D At the end of the war, however, the Intifada

confidence reigns. Is it who want us dead is not only fulile, RUEREE VGRS ERTSTCE S

worried about the future. Hitler is scheming to destroy all the Jews of Europe. It has
Really, trouble is enough | been Lithuanian Jewry’s ill fate to be first in line.

now... Without noticing Let us not go as sheep to the slaughter.

you adjust to the mood We may be weak and unprotected but the only answer to a
of your surroundings, murderer is self-defense!

you breathe in shock Brothers! It is better to fall fighting as free men than to live
from the air. People’s = at the mercy of murderers.

We will defend ourselves! To our last breath we will defend

ourselves!” trained army. The Israeli soldiers, however,

have decreed that anyone who throws a stone

* Ponar was an execution site where Jews from Vilna were murdered.

complacency? No. I : , o) | : CIN ORI RN CREY O TR RENE Y When I visited in the summer of 1989, it had
want to see clearly, and | )2 wd v L at all costs, even in the face of been in full swing: everyone appeared to be
above all to tell the Jews | HERUPE . , ' certain death, because unless we do, Er R N R TRt TRt gt R IS e
beyond the ghetto what 1P i certain death is the best we can hope for.

eight-year-olds, but none more so than the
women. “They are worth ten men,” said a camp
commander with a rueful grin.

is happening. How does [ & Sl L — It is important to remember, however,

the Jewish soul respond J&=8 : IE i :_. N B that while we ﬁightl Gg(f!_in;: 1hOS? ir;

= : ) - ; Ll il power, we must aiso f1i agains . .

ﬁgs\’\r’ll:)(zfrllegtl:d%e&\,’t}l’gﬁg : : 7 = e | / power itself. Power cmdgconirgol are Young girls constituted at least half the

s B = - o 5| vab what civilization is built upon, from shebab — the army of young people that hurled

TeYe [174Ts [V le | LR Lol s S (Tl T L e 1 1) missiles at the soldiers. They were experts in

L XN I A L R e LR S CRR-1e B tactics of street warfare and were treated as

" : (LYo I W LYol T To R oo T I LTI Ml cquals by the boys. In the Gaza Strip, where

hammer subdue steel? : - LT R G EES I CRI R YRR WAL W the unrest began and where the pure white sand

- Zellig1 ;(all;r‘lénovitlfh, TI‘;ArbeitiMafhtlereif’ (%egman):é‘l@zl'ktmigllfes yo};z f re%';l (V1 T Y VLR o ) Te Tl was blackened by fire, girls and boys, eight

u in the e cynica ogan of decel a ew above the

! yVilr,na ghe’tto / gate o?f t%e Augchwitz death camp 55:‘:,;1'.c?::g ggrr:\ti::;‘t,i’otr:‘\?viﬁ‘{:?\ll\?ag zears old and upwards’ erected roaquOCks of

. be present, and tear at the fabric of urned out cars, oil drums, ar}d debris from the

January 1, 1942, Vilna, in the ghetto. Silence again in the room. A silence that no one ERN - CRT 2 ::reoi e a resistance to the camps before a demonstrat.lon began. .Many
breaks. Yet tears glint in dozens of young eyes. And a wave of feelings washes over their hearts.  [Re{{=Y3] Mo T3 le RIUICH\ A1 {13 e [Ye [e [\VA TS were d.r essed from tOp, to Foe n black, their eyes

And fists clench. Suddenly a voice breaks out from the corner. Hushed and slow. The song grips (e (VIR g TEN o] (o] 1=1 B e LRI E (G T o gleaming through slits in their h.OOdS' Their

everyone. Freedom is calling to their hearts and unites them all. No longer is one alone in [l must do so by not only challenging Weapons W?re sticks and stones, slingshots and

feeling or thinking, for if one sings, sings with all his might, with all his heart, it is as though he ~ [RUCKSSTIZ] Tl ISR (A F e LI F L) B bicycle chains. 1;h ese S‘f}a“ black figures called
filled the words with his own blood: ‘To stretch out your neck to the sword—no, never!’ but all that it is built upon. themselves the "Ninja.

It seems our song will shake the ghetto walls.” ; : s

—Ruschka Korchak-Marle, Flames in the Ashes

the consequences for the
life of the community?
Will a heavy sledge-

Someone will say it lasts but a year,
Three times four months;

Dawn came on us like a betrayer; it d as though
YEIs 1t seemed as thoug | say those are days and nights

the new sun rose as an ally of our enemies to assist in our

destruction. The different emotions that overcame us, of That are endless.

resignation, of futile rebellion, of fear, or despair, now joined Every day — twelve hours,

together after a sleepless night in a collective, uncontrolled  EVery night — seven hundred minutes,

panic. The time for meditation, the time for decision was Every minute — sixty seconds,

over, and all reason dissolved into a tumult, across which Each second with its load of pain and

flashed the happy memories of our homes, still so near in ~suffering.

time and space, as painful as the thrusts of a sword.” —Written in Polish by an unknown Jewish
—Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz girl found at Auschwitz

“Scrolls of Testimony’’ is a moving chronicle of the Jewish Holocaust compiled by Abba
Kovner, who struggled with other Jewish resistance fighters against the Nazis in Vilna
and the woods of Lithuania. Kovner’s testimony is interwoven with others’ eyewitness
accounts, diary entries, poems, and even last wills and testaments.
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“T he Inttf dais: my son.” :
Palestinian women are well.aware that they are on' the fi onthne n every
aspect of the Intifada. As the insurrection developed, and tens of

thousands of men were detalned by the military, women took over the
fight. With their men gone, there was no one else to do it, but it.was more
than that. The women becaine aware of their importance, and they were no
longer prepared to be bystanders or widows. Participation was all.

They recognized, even as they fought, the similarities between
themselves and the Algerian women in the war against French colonial
rule in 1958-1964. Then, Muslim women also carried weaponry under
their clothing and sacrificed their freedom and lives for the cause. After
independence was won, however, the men made sure they went back into
their home in the traditional role of Muslim wife — even to the extent of
being forced to wear the veil once more.

Palestinian women are thoroughly determined that they will not meet
the same fate once the battle is won... They have the Algerian example,
and they know their men. They are not prepared to be soldiers now and
second-class citizens later. Their battle for independence as women has to
be fought alongside with the Intifada, while they are in a position of power.

On general strike days, which occurred at least twice a week, the girls joined
the boys in stoning anyone driving a car or attempting to work. The shebab
was a fearful force, the girls possessing as deadly an aim with the stone or
Molotov as their brothers.

Fatin, a blond, blue-eyed ten year old from Al Jalazoun camp near Ramallah
on the West Bank mimed a hand-to-hand struggle she had with a soldier the
previous day. Her family had been given ten minutes to evacuate their home
before it was demolished as a “terrorist stronghold.” Beside Fatin stood her
twenty-year-old sister, holding up X-rays, which showed two bullets lodged
in her chest — the result of being outside during a demonstration.

What of men, I asked her (Nadia). After all, there were thousands who had
not been detained. She chuckled, “Men, I am afraid to say, by about thirty-
five, are out of it: they get scared and they have responsibilities. They like to
talk politics, but they are bad at action.” Other Palestinian women said the
same thing: that men liked to sit and talk and think they ruled the roost, but in
these days it was the women who acted.

Nadia gave me examples of women’s bravery. One old woman went out
with the shebab on every demonstration carrying a big basket full of stones,
which she handed out to the children. Another old woman from Dehaisha
camp near Bethlehem, had had her home demolished because she sat on the
roof hurling slabs at soldiers. Then there was the tale of a woman in the same
camp who saved a four-year-old boy as he fled from the soldiers. The child
ran into her house, and she gathered him under her dress. When the soldiers
burst in to search for the boy, all they found was a woman sitting on the floor.

“You see, everyone does what he or she can. It is our way of life,

and until we have won, there is nothing else that is important.”

This section is taken from the book, “Shoot The Women First”,
by Eileen MacDonald, which is filled with interviews with, and
stories of, many courageous women from around the world
committed to armed resistance. (See the Review Section)

PRAGE B PIECE

I assume that all anarchists would agree that we want to put an end to every institution, structure and system of domination
and exploitation. The rejection of these things is, after all, the basic meaning of anarchism. Most would also agree that among
these institutions, structures and systems are the state, private property, religion, law, the patriarchal family, class rule...

In recent years, some anarchists have begun to talk in what appears to be broader terms of the need to destroy civilization.
This has, of course, led to a reaction in defense of civilization. Unfortunately, this debate has been mainly acrimonious,
consisting of name-calling, mutual misrepresentation and territorial disputes over the ownership of the label “anarchist,”
rather than real argumentation. One of the problems (although probably not the most significant one) behind this incapacity
to really debate the question is that very few individuals on either side of it have tried to explain precisely what they mean by
“civilization.” Instead, it remains a nebulous term that represents all that is bad for one side and all that is good for the other.

In order to develop a more precise definition of civilization, it is worthwhile to examine when and where civilization is said
to have arisen and what differences actually exist between societies currently defined as civilized and those not considered as
such. Such an examination shows that the existence of animal husbandry, agriculture, a sedentary way of life, a refinement of
arts, crafts and techniques or even the simple forms of metal smelting are not enough to define a society as civilized (though
they do comprise the necessary material basis for the rise of civilization) . Rather what arose about ten thousand years ago in
the “cradle of civilization” and what is shared by all civilized societies but lacking in all those that are defined as “uncivilized”
is a network of institutions, structures and systems that impose social relationships of domination and exploitation. In other
words, a civilized society is one comprised of the state, property, religion (or in modern societies, ideology), law, the patriarchal
family, commodity exchange, class rule — everything we, as anarchists, oppose.

To put it another way, what all civilized societies have in common is the systematic expropriation of the lives of those who
live within them. The critique of domestication (with any moral underpinnings removed) provides a useful tool for
understanding this. What is domestication if not the expropriation of the life of a being by another who then exploits that life
for her or his own purposes? Civilization is thus the systematic and institutionalized domestication of the vast majority of
people in a society by the few who are served by the network of domination.

Thus the revolutionary process of reappropriating our lives is a process of decivilizing ourselves, of throwing off our
domestication. This does not mean becoming passive slaves to our instincts (if such even exist) or dissolving ourselves in the
alleged oneness of Nature. It means becoming uncontrollable individuals capable of making and carrying out the decisions
that affect our lives in free association with others.

It should be obvious from this that I reject any models for an ideal world (and distrust any vision that is too perfect —
I suspect that there the individual has disappeared). Since the essence of a revolutionary struggle fitting with anarchist ideals
is the reappropriation of life by individuals who have been exploited, dispossessed and dominated, it would be in the process
of this struggle that people would decide how they want to create their lives, what in this world they feel they can appropriate
to increase their freedom, open possibilities and add to their enjoyment, and
what would only be a burden stealing from the joy of life and undermining
possibilities for expanding freedom. I don’t see how such a process could
possibly create any single, universal social model. Rather, innumerable ex-
periments varying drastically from place to place and changing over time
would reflect the singular needs, desires, dreams and aspirations of each and
every individual.

So, indeed, let’s destroy civilization, this network of domination, but not in
the name of any model, of an ascetic morality of sacrifice or of a mystical
disintegration into a supposedly unalienated oneness with Nature, but rather
because the reappropriation of our lives, the collective recreation of
ourselves as uncontrollable and unique individuals is the destruction of
civilization — of this ten thousand year old network of domination that has
spread itself over the globe — and the initiation of a marvelous and frightening

journey into the unknown that is freedom.  _ Willful Disobedience

from “the Garden of Peculiarities”

by Jesus Sepulvida
Number 9

The state exists because it territorializes
itself. It builds itself through colonizing
territorial expansion. This expansion comes
about through the forced deterritorialization
of the original inhabitants from the lands
that the state has appropriated. This
appropriation implies the mobilization of
military force that the state can use to

VILIZATION

CALL TO“‘P-OW'ER

expand or maintain its territory. This has meant
wars and genocide. But the state also has its
experts to write history; they turn the facts around
so as to justify their atrocities and obligate
following generations to repeat the meaningless
official litanies written by the experts.

Education, then, is nothing more than the institution-
alization of disciplines of training and domestication,
a training ground where children and adolescents are
taught to perpetuate the dominant system. There they
learn to give way to the dominant order and they
begin the process of reification. On these parade
grounds or schools of social indocrination, the ideology
that legitimates the system is reproduced. New members
of society internalize a false consciousness which
inflates in them like a lung until everyone repeats with
more or less success the same discourse. Its idea is
that everyone says, dreams, and thinks that this is the
best of all possible worlds. And if it has its faults, it
doesn’t matter because it can be made better. Thinking
anything different is to be part of the anarchistic ranks,
to go crazy or to call to insurrection. According to
Adorno, standardization obliges the subject to
choose between mercantilization or schizophrenia.
There is no exit from this binary mold.
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In this society, preferring the garden to cement is seen
with distrust. And depending on the political wind of the
moment, this preference can cost one’s life. When the
system breaks and sheep escape from the flock, prisons grow
with criminal efficiency, as well as coups d’etat, raids, tear
gas, repressive measures, war, etc. While all of this is occurring,
the state reinforces its propaganda through radio, television
and newspapers. And so the state materializes itself in the
minds of individuals.

Nation states assemble their repressive apparati—police and
military—to protect the transnationals and expand a lifestyle
of standardization based on the reduction of humans into
economic units of production and consumption. With this,
anew kind of territorialization and labor slavery is produced.
The technology and the goods that the global minority
dominant class uses are manufactured in sweatshops that
operate with the logic of exploitation. Schools and factories
are centers of control imposed by the state. In order to
abolish the state, it is necessary to abolish factories and
schools. The authoritarianism that the civilized order
reproduces in these institutions is responsible for ethnic
cleansing, political genocide, and social exploitation.
In order to construct a world without hierarchies, jails,
propaganda, or coups, it is necessary to sweep away the state.
And it depends on us to wipe it off the face of the earth.
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“One day shall come of haughty
Rome, a deserved blow from heaven.
You will be plundered and destroyed

and with wailing and gnashing
of teeth you will pay.”
- Cybeline Oracle

In these times I think it is important
and inspiring to remember the fall of
Rome, as parable and as analogy.
Rome is remembered as the greatest of ancient
civilizations. Its accomplishments are
celebrated just as the so-called advancements
of this civilization, at the expense of the
world, are trumpeted. From the beginning,
Rome had built its empire by conquest and
force of arms. It was ruthless in its lust for
power, and “insatiable in its ambition”,
defining qualities characteristic of all
civilization itself. Rome was an imperialist
empire, as they all are, that controlled a great §
part of their known world and expanded
continually through conquest and coloni-
zation. The Empire amassed huge armies of
slaves needed to build up the monster and
on whose backs the empire was founded. §
But the enslaved and humiliated barbarians
were tired of it. As Rome waged its wars of §
conquest, rebellion plagued the empire and §
demanded constant repression.

I do not though make a distinction §
between different or separate civilizations.

There are different cultures and societies, [

It should be no surprise that the local Roman
viceroy parading his riches through the streets
would earn the hatred directed against the rulers
and governors and all they represent. A later
consequence of this was that the civilized
rulers of peoples that Rome had colonized
grew jealous and demanded that Rome share
its wealth. This led several such non-Roman
rulers, referred to as barbarians, yet as
civilized as any Roman governor, to revolt
and attack Rome demanding a portion of its
spoils. Coincidentally, this was the situation
with the famous barbarian group that sacked
Rome in 410 AD that supposedly started the
decline of the Roman Empire. The leader of
that Gaelic tribe, Alaric, was an intellectual, a
thoroughly civilized man who was well read in
all the classical works, who spoke Latin
fluently and was a great respecter of Rome.

different variations, but there is only one &

civilization. All the civilized societies for £
the last 10,000 years are all part of the &
same monster, the same pathology. I only &
use Rome as an example. For at the time

it was the most egregious example of [

civilization’s destructiveness.

Just like the US, Rome engendered &
extreme contempt from its neighbors and
colonies. At the height of its imperial reign,
dislike for the Roman Empire also reached
apeak. Resentment festered on the periphery.
Not only were people degraded by Rome’s
colonization of them, but also Roman officials’
flaunting of their wealth made them
contemptuous and jealous. Romans always
reveled in grandiose displays of power. They
rode gold plated chariots through the streets
with gold woven into their clothes attending
lavish parties celebrating their excess.
Americans drive around in their SUV’s with
diamond rings and fancy clothes, all created
from the slave labor of their colonies.
Americans conquer and slaughter people all
over the world, then redirect all their riches
and resources back to US corporations. This
leaves the people unable to supply themselves
with what is left and unable to live self-
sufficiently, forcing them to depend on the
colonizer. And we wonder why we are hated?
We, the Romans, are living in plenty off the
blood soaked stolen riches of our conquered
and colonized victims.

“I have no more faith than a grain of
mustard in the future of ‘civilization’.
1 know now it is doomed to destruction—

probably before very long. What a joy it is
to think of, and how often it consoles me
to think of barbarism once more flooding
the world, with real feelings and passions—
however rudimentary—taking the place
of our wretched hypocrisies.”
- William Morris

He enjoyed the respect of Roman officials and
was thought of as noble by them. He thought
he and his people deserved a slice of the pie of
Rome’s riches. So he ordered his armies to
attack Rome from the north and surprisingly
met with little to no resistance. His forces were
even welcomed at times, as the poor of the
Roman cities/colonies sided with him and his
armies hoping for a reprieve from the
oppressive Roman order. He made it all the
way to the city of Rome itself and demanded
huge ransoms of gold, silver, crops, and iron
when his protests were not heard. His forces

were held at bay outside the defended city until [#

slaves within Rome opened up the gates and
let the barbarians in.
It was inconceivable that the very city of

Rome itself in the heart of the empire could be [

attacked and destroyed. Romans thought the

capital untouchable and never thought they |

might be vulnerable or that they could be
victims themselves. It awakened Rome to the
threat its cruel policies created. This attack was
an omen of catastrophe.

As Rome grew so too did the rest of the world’s

hatred of it. Just as Americans do now, Rome faced ‘

increasing hostility from the rest of the world it
sought to dominate. Before September 11th, anti-
US sentiment was at an all time high. With
America’s new fumbling puppet ruler, son of a
former dictator hated for his own bloody rule,
America’s arrogance and brutality were brought to

the surface and made easier to see for what it is. |
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With America’s blocking of the Kyoto protocol,
which was a world wide attempt to slow down
the industrial emissions of greenhouse gasses,
(a pitiful liberal reform attempt at using
legislation techniques to stop industrialism’s
destruction of the planet) world wide frustration
directed at the Imperial entity that is driving
life on earth towards death rose to a high
public pitch. US covert actions and backing
of ruthless dictators has earned us the reputation
of brutal overlords, and caused great disliking
of America for years. Likewise, Rome’s
military conquests built up enemies of Rome
that grew in ranks as the campaigns of
conquest continued. These people fought back,
waging more and more attacks on the evil
empire. Resistance to Rome became more
successful when barbarian soldiers who were
forced to serve in the Roman army returned
to their home and used their new military
knowledge against the colonizer they
learned it from.

Nature itself seemed to be
conspiring against the empire.

Other things of note brought Rome to its
demise. Rome had other bills to pay. The
chickens did come home to roost in Rome
in the various attacks and raids, revolts,
uprisings and power struggles. But they
= also came from nature, which Rome had
overtaxed beyond its limits. It was time for
Rome to pay up on the debt it had borrowed
from the ecosystem. The aqueducts that are
acclaimed as so technologically advanced,
that earned Rome such high respect from
modern civilization and that set Rome apart
in history; drained the water reservoirs that
once quenched its diabolical thirst. These
water sources that allowed so many to live
sedentary lives so unnaturally in huge
numbers, crowded into cities made of dried
earth, eventually ran out and stopped feeding

aquifers had been drained, and the

managing of the empire. They separated
intact ecosystems, disrupted animals’
territories, and created artificial boundaries

that affected essential animal behavior. |
Furthermore, they created water runoff

problems and erosion. The roads, which
allowed Rome to grow and maintain its

empire, contributed to an ecological disaster. §

this crazed juggernaut. The natural

ecosystems that thrived in them destroyed. a

The roads Rome are famous for g
destroyed ecosystems across its empire.
These roads allowed for easy transport of §

1

military personnel, trade, and the everyday ¥

|

The needle moves ingide the vein,
piercing the gkin, sliding into the 1
artery. L

} The blood flows around it

and ig extracted into the tube
filled with the boiled down mixture: ;
Part egcapism, Part desperation,
the mixture of misery
and lonelinegs,

the gearch,

The finger pusheg down, 1

releaging full foree into the 1ifeblood |

what takes the place of
broken dreamg,

Higs eyeg roll back,
the relief ig moving through her body,

"~ the lugt for life gsubgideg

thig ig the death of dreamsg,

*X¥

k Around thig body,

thig frightened and confused goul,
is a box:
four walls, a ceiling and a floor,

The box ig a box within a box,

" The whole world of thig goul

ig englaved: without barg,
without knowing,

But the soul knows gsomething
ig there,

Barg surround, and the soul knowsg j
without knowing,

The goul gearcheg for a way out,
But ig migguided by what
it ig told,
buried in the Future
of the box builders,

*%%

T can't gay I know

what he felt,

ag she injected

a gyringe full of logt hope
into the degperate veins,
of the tattered goul,

T know the box,

I know the builders,
I know what the soul
wag told,

for the megsage is
everywhere,

It seeks to destroy
dreamg, hopes:
Poggibilities,




The boiled ddw~

mixture of erying.,

i fear, confugion, lugt,
degire, anggt, and love,
ig jugt what
happeng to thoge who
don't share the

“Future’
: - in the eyeg of the builders,

*%%

. The mesgage is built into
E our minds,
) from birth

to death,

To the builders.
k death ig to be eliminated,
The builders build
¥ co that they will exigt
forever,

It pugheg down

the dreamers,

g0 that they will

} build for the buildersg, ¢
" Tt degtroys the dreamers

¥ by creating “Forever”,

*%¥

The builders think
only of “Futureg, ”
They fear life,
becauge life hag
beauty in the moment,
and all momentgs end,

The dreamers dream,
but the dream ig not
geparate, Itis

lived,
The dreamers find a
world of poggibilities.
and exist agis,

The buildergs have

lost their ability

to dream, and go

they search the
“Univerge” for

¢ The gearch doeg not
: end at thought, but
ig carried out,
It builds gpace ships,
satellites, pyramids,

Twin Towerg,

*%%

He is in another

world now, searching

through a field of
pills, sitcoms,
ten-point programs, school,
excess. .

She ig hopinf
to find something,
anything,

to believe in,

becauge, to them, there ig

nothing left in

this world,
(now covered
with concrete,
towers, gteel,

Plastic, .. .)

The egcape flowg
through the veins,
the gacred body,
sOU.l;
hag been violated,

The eyeg roll back,
the body convulses,
degperately
seeking
something,

*%%

The stories

he wag once told, moved

through healthy forests,
(thicker than imaginable)

surrounded by thick herdg of bigon,
air that never hurt to breathe,
water that didn't destroy

your ingideg ag you drank it,

To her, thig world
ig only a tale,
a Digney movie at begt,

He wag never that hunter
and she never that gatherer,
Their world ig much gmaller
than that,

The world they had
heard of, read about,
dreamed of:
that place of ]
E Poggibilitieg and life §
ig not here for them, 1

. The builders have
1 convinced them
that there ig no place for
dreamgs in “real life, ”

i

(implanted)

Truly, the heritage of Rome is a desert. It
clear-cut the forests in its colonies just as surely
as it did its own. Civilization’s touch destroys

nature wherever it goes. Over-hunting, and agri-

cultural attempts to feed the massive population
depleted the “natural resources” (a civilized word
for plants and animals). Soil erosion and

t salinization by agriculture sometimes led to the

inability to feed the population, and it contributed

p. in the long run to the collapse of the empire.

“Words cannot express how bitterly
we will be hated among foreign
nations because of the outrageous
conduct of the men we have sent to
govern them. All the provinces are

. complaining about Roman greed and

Roman injustice. I remind you
gentlemen, Rome will not be able to

hold out against the whole world. I do

not mean against its power 4
and arms at war, but
against its groans, tears,
and lamentations.”

Rome was the greatest empire
in the world because it was ever expanding.
It grew to encompass all the land bordering the
Mediterranean Sea, into Africa, the Middle East
as far as the Caspian Sea. It extended far to the
north throughout France and deeply into
England. But the empire overextended itself. It
grew so big that even with its many tentacles it
could not maintain control. The empire had
become unmanageable. Its armies could not be
everywhere at once, and took too long crossing
the empire when needed. It became impossible
to maintain order so far from the capital.

Rome, as a large and complex society, had a
huge bureaucracy. Bureaucracies reproduce
themselves, and are ever growing. Eventually,
the bureaucracy grew so large that it became
unmanageable, it grew top heavy, and
crumbled under its own weight. Getting food

d and provisions to the armies on the frontier

0 kL became harder as the frontiers expanded
under a gky full of pPagsenger pPigeons: §

further out. Orders took too long to get to the

far reaches of the empire and direct control

became impossible. When Rome fell it was

¥ waging wars on all sides, defending all its

borders. On a parallel note, we are seeing a
rise in attacks directed against America and
its symbols and monuments of power.

I think something that should not go unnoted
are the slave revolts within Rome. Rome’s
slaves outnumbered its citizens two to one in
some places, so great attention was needed to
keep them in control. Slaves were feared by
the aristocracy who knew that if given the
chance, many would slit their throats while
they slept. The truth in the situation was
expressed in the old proverb “Every slave is
an enemy”’, showing that the Romans knew
they were despised by their slaves.
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Of course, a huge factor in the fall of Rome
was the struggle for power. Late in Rome’s
history the Empire split between the East and
the West. It is worth noting that it was in one
of these struggles for power that emperor
Constantinople reportedly saw the vision of a
burning cross in the sky with the words
“In hoc signo vinces”, “By this sign you will
conquer”. He had the cross painted on the
shield of his army and was victorious against
his rival for power in a bloody battle outside
of Rome. This was the first in a long line of
violent battles fought for power under that sign,
the cross. When his armies were victorious he
converted to Christianity and declared it a
legal religion in Rome, giving it the legitimacy
and boost it needed to rise to power and
become the agent of destruction that it did.
Before this, Christianity was a small unpopular
cult. This move to make it legally accepted not

only spelled disaster for the world and its future,

. but also even for Rome itself.
The largest way in which Christianity
aided Rome’s downfall was the role it played
in the bureaucratic split between East and West
Rome. Part of the reason Constantine moved
the capital to
Constantinople was
| because Rome was
L8 still mostly Pagan
and not Christian.
The division into
= two empires, really
undertaken by
Dioclesian, was an
attempt to stop the
decline of the
empire. The split
quickened the
collapse because it
created a large
number of addi-
tional government
officials and
. bureaucracies.
s These added to the
2~ heavy inflation
, weighing on the
 empire. This was
y possibly the only
time Christian
missionaries and
zealots hurt civili-
{ zation instead of
& W/ N expanding it.
It wasn’t long until Christianity produced the
first ascetic monks, which should be no
surprise since in this new religion suffering
was a mark of holiness. They practiced self-
deprivation and a rigid renunciation of desire.
It effectively tamed desire and instinct.
Christianity directly embodied the values of
civilization. Constantine later used Christianity
to unify the empire because it
preached the values that civilization 8
is based on: obedience, discipline, §
and monotheism. Constantine ruled '
with absolute power and saw himself
as the thirteenth apostle. Soon there
were over sixty decrees outlawing [&
other religions and Christianity took
no time developing its oppressive
patterns for years to come.
The Western Roman Empire
centered at the original
capital at Rome fell first
in 476 AD, followed a
few centuries later by
the Rome of the East,
which degenerated
and then rose again as |
part of the Byzantine
Empire.

While stands the |
Coliseum,
Rome shall stand;
When falls the
Coliseum,
Rome shall fall;
And when Rome falls
- the World.

- Lord Byron
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With their world collapsing into chaos, the
Roman’s thirst for macabre distraction grew.
Rome celebrated its anniversary and its victory
over Romania in the most fitting way, with 117
continuous bloody days of ongoing gladiatorial
games in the Coliseum in which 9,000 gladiators
died and countless more animals were slaughtered,
while barbarians hammered at the walls and
rebellion broke out in the provinces. In fact,
distraction was a key feature of Rome. Intent
to distract themselves, most Romans “did not
notice the social fabric shredding around
them”. The Roman rulers learned early on the
value of appeasement in controlling the people,
and in keeping them distracted. Rome’s most
effective means of doing this was “Bread and
Circuses”. The “Bread and Circuses” was the
government giving the people what they
wanted, to keep them happy. The Roman
government gave out food to the poor to keep
them content, a daily ration of food and small
sum of money, and provided lavish entertainment
to divert their attention.

The great gladiatorial games of Rome were
part of Rome’s methods of distracting and
controlling the people. Even the poorest people
could at least look down on those punished in
the Coliseum. These games and competitions
served the purpose that T.V. does now. Most
emperors spent huge sums of public money
keeping the people amused. The Coliseum
itself was built as a gift to the people, and
admittance was free. It was an attempt to buy
off the people. The events were ultra spectacles.
The gladiators, from the word gladus for sword,
went to great lengths to keep the crowd
entertained and distracted. When the gladiators
fought they made it as dramatic as they could
to increase the spectacle, making large swings
with their weapons when they weren’t necessary.

It is easy to see how important the games
were to the rulers; there was an amphitheater
in every Roman town. In fact, an amphitheater
was seen as essential to every roman city,
along with a market place, theater, and courthouse.
The word coliseum itself comes from the word
Colossus. The famous arena was actually
named the Coliseum during the Middle Ages,
after the colossal statue of Nero that stood
beside it. But its real name at the time of its
use was the Flavian Amphitheatre.

The Coliseum held 60,000 spectators, more
than most of the modern stadiums. The
amphitheater in the city of Pompeii held 5
times more people than its total population.
But the immense popularity of this form of
distraction is best exemplified by the size of
the Circus Maximus. The Circus Maximus was
the circular racing arena, also in the city of
Rome, where the chariot races took place.
It held 200,000 spectators!

(continued on next page)
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Animals were used extensively in the Coliseum
games. The animals were there to wonder at,
to fear, to dominate, and to die. They were wild,
captivating spectacles from beyond the order
of civilization, captured at civilization’s edges.
The frontiers had been pushed out so far that
there was little exposure to the other, the
savage for the average Roman. So when
exotic animals were brought back from
Rome’s distant campaigns, it offered a unique
chance to behold that novelty. It seems
that the animals represented wildness
as a whole. Scenery in the Coliseum
would be changed to replicate the world
that the beast was from to reenact the
hunt. This was done to recreate the
process of conquering the wild, the
ritual of civilization.

The crowds had such an appetite for
exotic animals that many of the animals
used for coliseum games were hunted
to extinction. A whole species of
African elephant was among many
others used in the games that were
made extinct. In a humorous letter,
Cicero discusses the shortage of wild
animals to be captured in the province
of which he was provincial governor:
“there is a remarkable shortage of the
animals, and only a few of ‘those
Y panthers’ remain”. The stench of death
at the coliseum became so over-
whelming that they tried to cover it
/ , up with a system of sprinklers spraying
/1 B A ‘ ; perfume throughout the stadium. I am
it : i reminded of all the myriad ways in
{ which the stench of death that
| civilization carries with it are covered
over, or ignored.

An interesting analogy between
Roman culture and American is that
the gladiators were seen as sports heroes
are today. They were admired by children and
some small toys of gladiators were found.
Many statues of famous gladiators had figures
of wild animals as their penis, making clear
the connection between patriarchy, domination,
and conquest.

o . . citieg are built, people
The builderg buried their chance, pughed together go cloge that they
Long ago, have nothing left of them-gelveg
They started building by anymore, it driveg a dreamer crazy,
Pushing tools into the soil but the crazinegs ig actually
(the flegh of the earth) congidered sanity and all the “looge
manipulating, altering, endd are tidied up, itiggift
taming, ., wrapped and gold and exchanged and
taught to say “thank you” and “apprecia
when gomething “good” ig done,
moralg, manners, leggons,
ethicg: all fancy nameg for obedience,
law and order,

The buildersg came from
milliong of years
of being an evolutionary,
ecological being:
a Part of the community of life
(@reamers),

It's hard to say

why they began digging,

Pughing, developing,
owning,

engla
but we are left with
thigs, their legacy,
their Future,

*EX

(collapge)

The gearch for life, dreams,
endg in tragedy.,

only to be mocked
ty the profeggional degtrayers,

They make movies, gitcoms,
internets, entertainment,

Qur pain, our death,

ig all potential profit,
We bond to ghare an
experience, this experience,

We degperately seek
each other,
and with all the high tech
gadgets.,
we rab nothing but emptlness
the mild genge of hope, . " »

The eyeg roll back,
the fistg move,
the anger is unleaghed,
the gtranger hag jugt lef't
the scene, 1eaving only a
body count, .,
the professionals are left
to piece together
the “real 1ife” tragedy.

they are only a part of the problem,
¥k

The builders start a new thing:
work,
They are now engineers, leaders,
politiciang, bogges, ownersg,
To build an efficient Future,
they mugt dedicate themgelveg full time,

They start thinking further ahead,
“If not now, when?”
any‘hhiis Ppoggible, go they will do

anything
to engure that they aren’t affected:
removed, gecluded, untouchable: Immortal,

What they build are pyramids,
monumentg to themselvesg,
And they crown themgelvesg
and each other; craft

I ogies, Empires, Philogophy.
A1l things, all digtractions,

= g

Never mind milliong of years,

never mind the milliong of years
humang have:

co-exigted and dreamed and embraced
chaog without annihilating each other,
or englaving, or oppregging, or creating
gy stemg, governmentg, citieg,
agriculture, fences, schoolg, roads,
railroads, bikes, jobs, factories, and
all that other “greatnesgg’ that comes

Tacitus said in the 2nd century A.D.,
with eivilization,

“Robbery, murder, are all disguised

nevermind the dreamsg, , , under the Name Empire”

o As Rome grew, so too did the gap between

rich and poor. “A cruel inequality that would
haunt the empire till its very end”. Rome was
booming from sp011s of war and nature.
If you were rich g

enough to enjoy it,
life in Rome was
indeed like the
Rome we hear of.
But for most, it was
a life of squalor.
Class lines were
rigidly drawn, and
hostility between !
the classes was
intense. There §
were two main §
classes, the Plebian
class made up
mostly of Roman §
farmers and the
poor, and the
Patrician class
who were the
high-ranking
nobles. All the
officials in Rome
were from the
Patrician class.
The richest were
wealthy as the 7 )
empire itself, but most of the 1nhab1tants were
packed into small multi-story apartments. Behind
the splendor of the Forum where the Senate
met, there were vast areas of crowded slums.

He injects the hope,
ghe gnortg her dreamg,
he gtopg eating
becauge he thinkg he lookg fat,

ghe ig guffering from liver damage,
he collapged coming home from work,
ghe hag breagt cancer,
he can't gleep anymore,
she can't take it,
and he beat her up
becauge he can't take it either,
She ig locked up
becauge her gearching wagn't
the right option

. . . in the eyeg of the builders,

She knowg he ig dying,

and ghe doegn’t know what to do about it,
He ig confident that her optiong

are the begt.

The dreamersg are a

potential for labor,

There's no benefit in
“allowing”

them to carry on ag they were,

They create glavery,
they create glaves,

they justify slavery,

they convince ug that it is good,
except thig time they call it:

individualigm, freedom, Quality of life,
they call thig dreams,

*EX

The builders did more than
'.jf ugt plant ingtead of forage,
hey created a new being,
they tried to stop the world
in itg tracke and create a new
thing, hierarchieg form, property
ig created, linear ig emerging, 1life
ig being pughed agide for Future,
lineg are put acrogg the
Planet, and militarieg are created
to enforce them, we stop being one,
and the world is againgt ug, we fear,
we make laws, we enforce them, we go
to war, we make gteel toolgs, weapong,
and we don't gstop. we don't learn,
we tear apart thig planet,; our
home, it gtarts here,

They are convinced that they

are happy,

So they roll their joy

up and burn it into their lungs,
while their dream world is

burned into their brain,

through their eyes; ears, veing, . .

He doegn't even hear

the hum of machineg any more,
and she Playg mugic full blagt
becauge it's tooquiet,

they gragp on and ride full gpeed.
searching. . .

*X¥X

The fate of the builderg Future

is not hard to imagine,

They can take erode our

dreamg, and pugh ug into History,
but we can gee where their
story (the anti-myth) ends,

It hag happened before,
and it will happen again,
becauge the builders
arenllt capable of gtopping,

or wondering, or being,
they pugh along,
pushmg all of ug along,

e >

it continues:

nationg are drawn up and
invaded, peopleg trying to live are
buried up to their head in the gand,
and a game ig made of kicking them
off, whole tribeg are torn from each
other and their home, they are
overcrowded on ghipg and gent over to
be cheaper glaveg, auctioned off.,
legalized, i1legalized (read: renamed),
and sacrificed,

The wars of expansion had brought wealth and
slaves. A half million slaves were taken from
the conquest of Carthage alone. 10,000 slaves
a day were brought in through Rome’s main
port. At its peak 1 in 3 people in Rome was a
slave. Until the 5th century B.C. Rome was
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dotted by family farms, but small family farms
were driven out by the large estates that started
developing and came to dominate the landscape.
The small farmers couldn’t compete with the
large estates that employed slave labor. It was
also common for some peasants to return from
compulsory military service to find that their
land had been bought or stolen by aristocrats.

Soon the peasants were displaced and drifted
into the cities, creating a new urban underclass.
This caused the city of Rome to grow to 7
million people, the largest city in Europe until
the Industrial Revolution. No jobs were
available because the huge slave population
was used to perform the needed tasks. But
thousands of hungry citizens would have been
a threat to the peace of the city. So the government
set up a program to feed the poor called the
“dole”, a daily ration of food and small sum
of money. Soon, half the people living in the
cities were given the grain dole. One-fourth
of the grain from Africa was given to the
poor of Rome. 70-80% of the population
relied on one grain.

“Our history now plunges fiom a
kingdom of gold, to one of iron and rust”
- Eutropius, Roman historian,
end of 3rd century A.D.

It is very interesting that Rome ultimately fell
because of civilization itself. In fact, one of
civilization’s most basic tenets led to its
collapse. The characteristic feature of
civilization is displacement. Shut out by the
Chinese landlords, the Huns had no option but
to move west. As they moved they pushed all
tribes in their path west as well. This cycle of
displacement continued and many groups were
pushed as far west as they could go and were
pushed up against Rome’s eastern borders.
Expanding civilizations elsewhere displaced
the famous barbarians that attacked Rome
in the last few centuries.

From 235A.D. t0 285 A.D., a strong epidemic,
declining supply of wheat, and barbarian
invasions marked the beginning of the
decline of the Roman Empire. The last
emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was disposed
of the throne. It is very interesting that the
first and the last Emperors of Rome were
named Romulus. The first president of the
United States was named George, the
current president is also named George. . .
might he also be the last?

The fall of Rome was a magnificent event.
An event to be celebrated, as it was the
= collapse of what was

at the time the most
§ destructive, alienating,
and brutal society.
Rome fell slowly, over
% a period of centuries.
Civilization is collaps-
ing, ever degenerating.
| Sometimes slowly,
sometimes in fits of
- ecological catastrophe
_and social break-
down. America is also
; falling. But America is
much larger an empire
' than Rome was, and
all its vices, habits,
hierarchies, and
exploitation dwarf
Rome in destructive-
ness. Its obsessions
with ecological
destruction make
the modern techno-
industrial empire all
W themoreunsustainable.
N The fall of Rome

: should be 1nstruct1ve The contempt, jealousy,

and hatred from its oppressed and colonized,
the destruction of its ecological base, its
over-extended empire, and top heavy
bureaucracy all led to its fall. I propose that
modern civilization has surpassed even
Rome in all these factors. The only thing
keeping this corpse propped up is its ability,
superior to any variant of civilization so
far, to convince its subjects to maintain
faith in it through over domestication,



and also to achieve more and more technological
advances that keep its decaying systems alive.
Technological medicine helped fight the plethora of
diseases ravaging the citizens of industrial
civilization that surely would have ended it and yet
will still bring it to its knees. “Advancements” in
agriculture, like poisoning the land and water with
fertilizers and domesticating and manipulating the
genes that make up the very essence of life, have made
it possible to feed over-populated human cities with
an unsustainable food source that is quickly failing.
The list goes on and on. Without these techno-fixes
civilization would have ended as it should have, but
none of these is anything but a quick fix whose shallow
solutions will fail and lose their glossy image. So,
yes, this death machine that is western civilization
will ultimately collapse, it’s just a matter of when.

Kingdoms fall, cities perish,
And of what Rome once was
Nothing remains except an empty name.
Only the fame and honor of those things,
Sought out in learned books,
Escape the funeral pyres.
—Florent Schoonhoven

Though there is much to learn from the fall of Rome,
my point here is not to warn us that we must change
our ways or suffer the same fate as Rome. This is not
a warning or plea to change when I say that we face
the same dangers as did Rome. I am instead trying
to show that there may yet be hope for this awful
civilization’s collapse!

When Rome collapsed it was followed by the Dark
Ages. Although labeled such by the prophets of this
civilization for its backwardness and slow techno-
logical progress, the Dark Ages were a period of a
sort of proto-modern civilization, a horrible era not
any better than what followed or preceded it. Will a
similar “dark ages” follow the American Empire’s
collapse? We need to work hard to make sure that
when America and the civilization it leads does
collapse, we dance on its ashes, to stomp out any
and all trace of the tendency called civilization to
ensure that an era of freedom and harmony will follow.

(eollllapg@) ~~~r-r--->

there ig an inherent flaw in civilization,
and that hag brought it down before and will
again, the builders think that they can remove
themgelves from wildnegs, our true being, they
think becauge they are capable of manipulation,
that it will lagt,

they put up fenceg, maintain roadg, rake
leaves, mow lawng, put up buildings, pull out
weedg, . . but wildnegg doeg not stop, it knowg
no Time, no Future, no Boundaries, and it will
continue to geep through the cracks and destroy
the monuments and empiresg,

the silt that brought life to

the (once) Fertile Cregcent
(cradle of civilization)

sugtained in ways that

no Science or “Management’

could ever reproduce,

the Megopotamiang thought
it could lagt forever,
and go they built, dammed,
ordered and directed
the flow of the great Nile,
Qust ag the hundreds of damg
infecting the veing of the earth
do now,
Their empireg grew and fell,
and the goil gave way,
It seemg Science and Reagon
can never replicate “Nature,”
because it hag logt the
sacred
understanding of life,

Their domesticated animalg
inject their hoovesg
nto depraved and overgrazed fields,

Their diseases
multiply through their confinement,
carrying on throughout the water
and infect all of ug,
(depraved of all immunity
by eating chemicals and
antibiotics, wiping out
our ability to cleange
and balance)
The cancer gpreadsg rampantly
and blindly, 4
Destroymg anything in
ts path,

The forests are cleared 4
for more grazing land, 4
the water is destroyedss

those who are i ecting,
watching, masturbat:
ing in, shooting off,
ing and eating it,
are my brother, my gister, my frie
family, lover, stranger,

our Planet, our 1

of indugtry,
T eat the (organie) £ilth
agriculture,

I 1ive the death ] e
[v¥ civilization,

while it devourg itgelf,

around and of me, X

Thig world, thig burden |
DPughed upon me;,

ig eating me alive,

T see the glaveg 3
themgelves trying to§
fix it, ;
while it can never
be fixed; only
eliminated,

*%%

T see a world of dreams,

Poggibilities,
that await outgide its
gates,

T see milliong of
dreamers, v{aiting:

dy 11? s E
for jugt that one chancet

the soil no longer :du s>

the people gtarve and revolt,
power changeg handg,
tighteng the leash, and
eventually crumbleg,

T gee this world

it is my inheritance =

This fate is inherent in (it : Future, Legacy, Progress. Clv111zat10n) s,

Civilization,
in the attempt to move f'rom.

Siknce (again) to be
TEse-animal ,

ERochkeful death,

-@@ mgh tmaze:

I have\ elt their /

oss ang confu.éa.on,

been on dieiguEEhgda

Tucker
|for mike,

If you like what you jugt
read, then contact:
Coalition Againgt Civilization

iy vilizmtion, org
Specieg Traitor

www, gpeciegtraitor, ejb, net

P. 0, Box 83556 Greengburg, PA

i@ty ¢ scen the dreamerd
for they are ao{md
me; and I am of them,

and I too gtill gearch,

Our goal here is to draw upon a critique of the totality of civilized
thought, symbolic culture, as a pivotal part of our relations and movement
towards liberation. The focus here is to expose all the underlying aspects
of civilized, and even most ‘revolutionary’, perception and question at the
source. The continued existence of civilization carries on through an
infection of the being from cradle to grave (literally). We hope the
critiques given here will encourage others to work with these concepts
and social relations. To destroy civilization, we must seek it out in its
totality. We hope this issue will be another step towards total liberation.

The other sections in this issue are ones we hope will remain constants
and that all you folks reading this will contribute to. Those are: revolution
and insurrection and explorations of anarchy and anthropology/
archaeology. We feel that there is much talk about ideas of destroying
civilization, but much of the debate has been in the terms of those seeking
to seize state power, whereas we feel liberation will only come through
the abolition of power. This section is a starting point to opening up
practical ideas of bringing this about.

The ‘exploration’ section opens questions about the ‘sacred cow’ of
anthropology. We realize that the anarcho-primitivist critique of civilization
is generally considered dependent upon this field. We realize that
anthropology is a science, and therefore shaped by the problems that come
with it. This section began with the essay ‘anarcho-primitivism beyond
anthropology and archaeology’ from Species Traitor #2, and with an
interview with anarcho-primitivist archaeologist Theresa Kintz and some
more about the limits and uses of anthropology.

All 108 pages are available for $4 N. U$SA/$5 World.
Bulk rates and flat copies are available.
For more info, check-out:
www.coalitionagainstcivilization/speciestraitor/st.html
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Species Traitor #3

The primary section in this issue is on symbolic culture. We feel
very strongly about the subject and feel that it remains a kind of
academic or fringe obscurity while it is central to understanding
the existence of civilization. It seems that any act of liberation
will require a turn on this totalistic world view that we’ve been
domesticated to.

Despite the enormous efforts and focus of anarchists like John
Zerzan, a critique of symbolic thought/culture tends to get shoved
to the side when talking about practical means of destroying civili-
zation and reconnecting to wildness. When we brought up the idea
of doing a focus on symbolic culture, we were criticized for picking
a ‘timeless’ and ‘academic’ philosophy that had no direct relation
to dealing with the problems we face. Obviously we feel the opposite.
How can trying to understand and revolt against the way we
(the civilized) interact with the world be considered unimportant?

The topic really couldn’t be timelier. In this time of State conflicts
and seeing how Bush could very well be giving civilization a final
shove (albeit on a potentially nuclear level) it becomes all the
more important to question what the protagonist may be. It is
vital to realize that every bit of propaganda that comes out
(and my, how surreal that has gotten...) is nothing but a
complete show of how symbolic culture functions. While capitalism
is the current face of civilization, the spectacle is the current face
of symbolic culture. We have the media (consolidated spectacle)
contorting the way we deal with others and trivializing our
existence and people eat it up so long as we are preoccupied with
‘material comforts’.
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Godfrey Reggio could be described, simply, as a
documentarian. However, his experimental, non-
narrated films go far beyond the simplistic mode of
information-based moving pictures. Instead of numbers,
charts and equations we are presented with inscrutable
human faces, immersed in the technological world
through which they travel. Stunning natural oases of
water and land barricade the ominous enormity of
industrialism, which crashes and storms with the
surges of Phillip Glass’ minimalist orchestral score.
Challenging, but never high-minded, encompassing
but never elitist, Reggio has finally concluded the Qatsi
trilogy (Koyaanisqatsi, Powaqqatsi and Nagoyqatsi) with
the theatrical release of Naqoyqgatsi. Each film deals
with, respectively, the perspectives as regards
technology within the first world, the third world and
the digital world, to be very brief.

Founded 33 years ago, Reggio has worked in a
“non-ideological, mutual aid collective” which
operated without wage labor and focused on living
life creatively. Its members have managed to retain
creative control over their films despite substantial
contracts with MGM, which has released the Qatsi
DVDs. He and his teams’ creative approach to
cataloguing and debunking the industrial division of
labor is unprecedented in the documentary tradition.
Reggio’s work, in particular Koyaanisqatsi, is notable
to Green Anarchists as one of the first films to question
technology as a totality. In
his own words, “The idea
was to mainline in the
vascular structure of the
beast this form, which was
created by technology, to
question technology. In
other words, these are not
environmental films, these
are films more about the
presence of technology as
a new and comprehensive
host of life and three different
points of view about it.” The
current film, Naqoyqatsi, will
finish its theatrical run on
January 24 and arrive in a
three-DVD set with the rest
of the films in 2004. Reggio
has no current plans to create
films after the end of the
Qatsi trilogy.
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Ski: Could you give us some
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and hundreds of gang members that saw it. We bought a
16mm copy and | guess I've seen the film a couple
hundred times. So that motivated me to look towards
film as a medium of direct action. Now, film is usually not
seen as that. | don’t see it as entertainment in my case,
I hope it can be a vehicle for direct action. That's how |
became involved, it was also during that time that | had
the good fortune to meet Ivan lllich, lllich was a priest at
that time, | don’t know if you know who lllich is.

Ski:1 do.

GR: Ok, he’s just passed away by the way, December
the 2nd. So | had the good fortune to become a confidant
of his, at a young age | used to do my religious retreats in
Mexico at his think tank. Got a great appreciation for, |
guess, being sensitive to different points of view about
what could be done for social change. His point of view
was much more radical than, say, the radical left of the
country, which was anti-war, social justice and a good
dose of socialism or communism. His radicalism was way
beyond that, it was much more fundamental. It had to do
with the very nature of society and institutions, not just
who controls them, which is kind of the communist mantra.
So | had the opportunity to be in the presence of a great
teacher, who was also a great activist. So | think those
things impelled me to the position I'm in now.

Skl: One of the influences you’ve noted at the end
of Naqoyqatsi
is Jacques Ellul,
whose critique
of technology is
closely intertwined
with a Christian
theology. You,
yourself, were once
a Christian monk.
Do you feel that a
critique of the
dominant techno-
logical order is
effective in a
religious context?

GR: Yes | do, now
let’s talk a little bit
about his critique.
This was a man who
was not accepted by
either the organized
= | religions of his day or
the left of France.

brief background on your life in the context of what
brought you to critiquing technological processes
through film? What experiences, thoughts or words
influenced your path?

Godfrey Reggio: Well, I think for all of us there’s a

line, even though it’s quite crooked, that gives, as it were,
some testament to who we are and what we do. In my
case, | grew up in a very stratified society of New
Orleans. At the age of 13/14, | decided to throw in the
towel, that it was all too crazy, not so interesting. | was
getting burnt out. At a young age, living in the fat as it
were, | decided to go away and become a monk. So |
left home. My parents were not too excited about that,
and | stayed out for 14 years, having taken final vows as
a Christian brother. In effect, got to live in the middle ages
during the 1950s and learned crazy things, like the mean-
ing of life is to give, not to receive, that we should be in
the world but not of it. All these things | think, certainly
influenced me. I'm very grateful for that highly disciplined,
very rugged way of life, that would make the marine corp
look like the boy scouts. So | think that had a big
influence on me. During the course of that time, | saw a
film called Los Olvidados by Luis Bunuel, the forgotten
one, so The Young and the Damned, the first film he made
in Mexico after being kicked out of Franco Spain. It was
so moving to me that it was the equivalent of a spiritual
experience. | was at that time working with street gangs.
This film was about the street gangs in Mexico City, |
was working with street gangs in Northern New Mexico.
It moved me to the quick, it wasn’t entertainment, it was
something that was an event that touched me and hundreds
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He was persona
non-grata from the left and the right, much like Wilhelm
Reich was persona non-grata of the left and right of
Germany. Here was a man who, more than any single
individual, has contributed to our understanding of the
nature of technology not as something we use but as
something we live. For Jacques Ellul, technology is the
new and comprehensive host of life, the new environment
of life. The problem with that statement is that our
language hasn’t caught up to the profundity of the thought,
our language has become assumptive and no longer, in
my opinion, describes the world in which we live. Ellul
bore great criticism, if not persecution for his ideas, from
the left as well as the right, because like Ivan lllich, who
made statements like “Freedom is the ability to say ‘no’
to technological necessity”, Jacques Ellul described our
greatest act of freedom as to know that which controls
our behavior. So both of these men were on very similar
tracts, both of them were way outside the sphere of
organized right and left, both of them were way to the left
of the left. His ideas on the environment, you could call
them Christian, but | wouldn't, certainly he was a theologian
and he wrote many books on the word of god from his
own point of view, but his stuff can certainly stand. His
book for example, The Technological Society, his first
book, 1949 | think it was really written and released here
sometime in the mid 50s, that book is a solid philosophical,
sociological text about the nature of technique. It’'s light
years beyond anything being written now. | think, if I'm
not mistaken, the University of California at Berkeley has
acquired the rights to his full library, all of his notes, his
books, and they have in there a great gem.
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Skl: What was the impetus to initiate the Qatsi trilogy?
What motivations brought you, a person not
associated with film into the director’s chair?

GR: Street gangs for many years, as a brother. | became
convinced that, while there are a few loonies that probably
would hurt anybody under any condition, most people
are good. | believe that, it's my experience that most
people are good, it's not something | believe, it’s
something | know. If you tell somebody they’re a shit,
they’ll probably behave like a shit. If you tell somebody
they’re great, they might achieve greatness. | think that’s
the fragility of who we are. We live in a world not of this
or that but this and that. So after working with street gangs
for quite a long time, | realized that the context in which
people of poverty have to try to work out how to live in
this society is very cruel. | didn’t start this project to set
up an institution that would live forever. It was a response
to an immediate situation, and | left to pursue film as a
form of direct action, now by that | mean the following;
since people are at the public trough of cinema, either
through television or in the theater itself, | felt, what better
place to put another idea out? Not in the form of language,
but in the form of image and music. Let me explain that
it's not for lack of love for the language that my films
have no words. It's because of my, | guess, tragic thought
that our language no longer describes the world in which
we live. Through lvan lllich, | had the good fortune to
meet Paulo Freire, in Brazil, in Sao Paulo, before he
passed on. | had a good time talking with him about this
enormous book that he wrote, “The Pedagogy of the
Oppressed.” In that, he says that the single most important
thing a person can do is to begin to rename the world in
which they live. This was his form of literacy, not teaching
one how to read a book in the traditional sense, but to
rename the world, because when you name something,
you in effect create it. My own thought is that our language
is bound with antique ideas, old formulas that no longer
describe the moment in which we are. Therefore, that
statement, “A picture is worth a thousand words,” | tried
to take it and turn it on its head, and try to give you a
thousand pictures that can offer the power of one word.
In the case of each of the three films, Koyaanisqatsi,
Powagqqatsi, Naqoyqatsi, words that come from an illiterate
source, a primal source, a wisdom that is beyond our
ability to describe the world. A wisdom that says that all
things we call normal are abnormal, all things that we
call sane are insane. Now | realize that this is a pretty
intense point of view, but that’s the point of view | ended
up with from my own experience, not from academia but
from being on the line in the ‘60s, trying to see the world
from another point of view.

Skl: The films were independently funded, avoiding
governmental grant processes and industrialist
handouts. You seem conscious of that old Marxist
adage that the ideology closest to the means of
production becomes the dominant ideology. Do you
feel that you were able to avoid the constraints of
capital influence in the Qatsi trilogy?

GR: Well, you know, it's hard to say that. | wouldn’t want
to exempt myself from anything, all of money is dirty
money. Whether | got my money from an angel, and |
don’t know how you get your money but it's as dirty as
the money | got. The events that I'm talking about are
way beyond capitalism and communism, which is its
flipside. Both of those ‘isms are much closer together
than most people believe. They both share the same point
of view about the instrumentality of life, the mass society,
the industrialization of society, their only difference is who
controls it. In the case of capitalists, it's individuals who
have accumulated wealth on the backs and the injustice
of millions of people, literally. In the case of the soviets,
it's a new class of administrators, bureaucrats, who
created a class, in my opinion, just as ironclad and
unjust as the capitalist class. Both really want the same
thing, they are just concerned about who controls the
means of production. My question is not who controls
the means of production, but the nature of production, as
such. The question is not whether or not workers have
an equitable pay and a healthy work environment, which
is the interest of organized labor, or the left that works
with organized labor. The question, more profoundly, is,






